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No. £3839 /1240/21 


Drdft. 


Consolidated 

Refineries Ltd., 

Britannic House, 

Finsbury Circus, 
ineCe2e 


Corfrdin bol - Wesel 
Gentlemen, *~"*"~ 

I am directed ete. to imorm you that he 
has had under consideration the position of 
British wozen and children resident in Palestine 
after 15th May and after ist August next. As 
you are aware, the :iandate under which H.ii. 
Governnent has been administering Palestine 
exoires on 15th May and the Government of 
Palestine in its present form will then cease to 
function. You are no doubt fuliy informed of 
the present troubled state of Palestine and 
there are no grounus for foreseeing an 
improvenent if there should not be a central 
civil autnority. On the contrary, it is to be 
feared that conuitions will worsen. 

From 15th May to 31st July the G.0.C. 
British Land Forces in Palestine will have 
authority to exercise such powers as may be 
necessary to ensure only (a) the safety of his 
troovs and (b) their evacuation. 

Fro: 1st August taere will not be any of 
H.M. Armed forces in Palestine. 

You will be aware that the High 
Comaissioner in Palestine has auvised all British 
women and children to leave Palestine and has 
offered facilities for them to do so before 
15th April. He has further said that those who 
leave between 15th Aprii and 15th May will be 
given such facilities to leave as may exist but 
that those who delay tieir desarture until then 
‘gust be vrepared to face disco:nfort and probably 
hardship on the journey. 

Fro’ 1st August Palestine wili be for 
British subjects a foreign country in which 


there may not be any central authority which 
could/ 


could be held res onsible by H.M. Government 


for the saiety of the lives and property of 
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not be prepared to face a second enforced 

separation from them. He feels strongly, however, z 

that all women and children woulu be weil-advised t 

to leave Palestine fortuwith and /that;—by-cometns : 

have some opportunity to replace 2 


aembersy of your staff who will not reuain in 


Palestine without their wives and/or children. 
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PORKION OFFICE, 
SeWele 
25th March 1948. 


GON TDL fides 
emen, 


I am directed by Mr. Secretary Bevin to inform Zou 
that he has had under consideration the position of British 
women and children resident in Palestine after i65th liay and after 
ist August next. As you are aware, the mandate under which His 
ia jesty's Government has been administering Palestine expires on 
15th May and the Government of Palestine in its present form will 
then cease to function. You are no doubt fully informed of the 
present troubled state of Palestine and there are no grounds for 
foreseeing an improvement if there should not be a central civil 
authority. On the contrary, it is to be feared that conditions 
will worsen. 


Qe Fran 15th May to 3ist July the General Officer Commanding 
British Land Forces in Palestine will have authority to exercise 
such powers as may be necessary to ensure only (a) the safety of 
his troops end (b) their evacuation. 


Se From ist August there will not be any of His liajesty's 
Armed }’orces in Palestine. 


4. You will be aware that the High Commissioner in Palestine 
has advised all British women and children to leave Palestine and 
offered facilities for them to do 80 before 15th April. He has 
further said that those who leave between 15th April and 15th May 
will be given such facilities to leave as may exist but that those 
who delay their departure until then must be prepared to face 
discomfort and probably hardship on the journey. 


5. From ist August Palestine will be for British subjects 
a foreign country in which there may not be eny central authority 
which could be held responsible by His Majesty's Government for the 
Bafety of the lives and property of British subjects. His 
Majesty's Diplomatic and Consular representatives will of course 
do everything possible to safeguard British lines and property but 
in the circumstances likely to exist their powers of intervention 
may in practice be severely limited. 


6. ir. Bevin sympathises with those of your staff who have 
their families with them in Palestine and understands that Some may 
not be prepared to face a second enforced separation from them. He 
feels strongly, however, that all women and children would be 
well-advised to leave Palestine forthwith and therefore suggests 
that, if you agree, you should take the necessary steps without q 
delay in order that you may have some Opportunity to replace 
members of your staff who will not remain in Palestine without their 
wives and/or children. 
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Gentaimen, 
Your obedient Servant, 
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insbury Circus, 
Bele. 


